
Please make sure you have picked up an information pack 
from the back of the hall. 



 Mrs Frankish (Deputy Headteacher)
 Mr Watters (Assistant Headteacher)
 Mrs Roff (Associate Assistant Headteacher)
 Mr Barry (Pastoral Leader: Key Stage 3) 



To update you on:
 the curriculum content 
 teaching and learning in Years 7 and 8
 curriculum terminology and teaching 

methods used
 our expectations of homework 
 use of home-school planners 
 weekly expectations.



 At Key Stage 3 we continue to build upon the firm foundations provided by our 
excellent Year 5 and Year 6 team.

 The Key Stage 3 curriculum provides a broad and balanced blend of academic, 
creative, active and technological subjects that bring out the best in each 
individual. At the same time, we continue to ensure that every pupil continues 
to make outstanding progress in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 
numeracy by emphasising these skills across the curriculum. Pupils who display 
talents in these areas are also given the opportunity to compete against young 
people from other schools by taking part in competitions such as the UK 
Mathematics Challenge and the regional Literacy Quiz.

 Throughout Key Stages 2 and 3, the knowledge and skills developed in the 
classroom are further enhanced by a wide range of educational visits to 
theatres, historic monuments and other sites of educational interest and value.

 We encourage our pupils to have a broader understanding of society, religious 
diversity and healthy lifestyles through a comprehensive PSHE programme that 
is undertaken by all year groups on a weekly basis.



4 hours of Maths 

2 hours of PE

Half a year DT; Half a 
year FT

2 hours of French 





Every teacher is a teacher of literacy

Secondary National Curriculum p.10



 Free choice reading material for all
 Library access once per week 
 Novel based teaching linked to other curriculum 

areas where possible
 Focusing on: 
◦ reading widely (fiction and non-fiction) for pleasure, 

including prose, poetry, pre-1914 literature,           
re-reading.

◦ reading for understanding, vocabulary development, 
comprehension, making inferences, finding evidence.

◦ reading critically to understand conventions, make 
comparisons and analyse language choice, text 

structure and organisation.



 Read the first extract from Sherlock Holmes: 
the adventure of the Speckled Band

 Have a go at highlighting details about the 
woman who has come to visit Sherlock 
Holmes. 
◦ How can you tell this text is set during the Victorian 

times?
◦ Why does Sherlock feel obliged to offer her a 

coffee? 
◦ What is unusual about her appearance?



 Talk about reading! What is your child 
currently reading? What’s the name of the main 
character? When was the last time your child 
read a newspaper or a non-fiction book?

 Encourage your child to relate to the 
characters. E.g. How do you think the character 
is feeling at this point? Why might they be 
feeling this way? How would you feel if you 
were in their situation?

 Reading Record on page 118 onwards in 
planner.



 Consolidate and build upon knowledge of 
KS2 grammar and vocabulary

 Study more challenging texts
 Examine effectiveness of grammar and 

vocabulary
 Use grammatical constructions from their 

reading in writing and speech
 Understand differences between spoken and 

written English
 Use Standard English in writing and speech 

where appropriate.



 Read extract 2 from Sherlock Holmes: the 
adventure of the Speckled Band

 This time, look at how the extract has been 
written to build tension
◦ Can you find and highlight any examples of 

vocabulary which build tension?
◦ How does the dialogue (speech) help to build 

tension?
◦ Are there any sentences which are particularly 

tense? Why?



All children should be able to 
maintain legible joined handwriting 
when writing at speed.











 Maths is taught in a well-planned sequence 
of ‘blocks’. 

 Each block of learning is built up in ‘small 
steps’. 

 Each small step has links to other areas of the 
maths curriculum so that memory and 
retention of key concepts is enhanced. 

 The curriculum content and concepts 
interleave one another. 



 Each block is assessed. 
 Pupils will receive TLF feedback from their 

teacher and complete a yellow assessment 
overview in their books. 

 Each term, pupils will complete a 
standardised summative assessment based 
on the content covered to date. 

 Each lesson, formative assessment in the 
classroom informs next steps for planning. 







 Pupils must be fluent in their use of all four 
operations with large and decimal numbers.

 It is hugely important that pupils work with pace 
and accuracy and develop their mental skills to 
answer initial questions quickly. 

 Confidence in these written methods will assist 
pupils in their problem solving. 

 This focus cannot end in KS2! All of the hard 
work and progress must be maintained. 



3478 x 54 = 

22% of 640=

3248 = 56 x 

4368 ÷ 56 = 

457,628 +                =  234,821 + 672,901

4999 + 3005 =

3
5

÷ 3 = 

REASONING CHAINS
Because I know… 

7 x 8 = 56

70 x 80 =
800 x 70 = 
0.8 x 0.7 = 

5600 ÷ 70 = 







Year 8



In a class, 15 of the children are girls. 3
8

of the 
class are boys. Altogether, how many children 
are in the class? 

5
8 = 15

1
8 = 3





The school site covers 8000m2. The 
buildings take up 3/5 of the area of the 
school site. Hard play areas occupy ¼ of 
what is left and the rest is footpaths and 
grass. The area of grass is seven times 
the area of footpaths. 

How many square metres of the site is 
covered by grass?

Now, a challenge…







 It is so important that we model to our pupils 
how to remember key learning. 

 Regular short, informal quizzes and 
assessment in class help this. 

 Try to build in opportunities at home for this 
too where possible. 

 Our homework really works with this in mind! 







Our science syllabus is designed to create engaging 
lessons, promoting teaching for understanding.

A spiral curriculum, with a logical order of objectives, 
uses big ideas and mastery goals to equip pupils for  
success at GCSE.

Pupils have three science lessons per week covering 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics.

Pupils will be assessed on classwork and homework with 
an end of topic test.

Practical work is a vital part of our curriculum, preparing 
pupils for the apparatus and techniques aspect of GCSE.



The big ideas principle
Using the big ideas principle, the 
generalisations, principles and models 
which connect concepts are at the heart 
of our syllabus. We believe this is how 
students learn to see the world 
analytically, to explain phenomena and 
make predictions – all skills they need 
for their next stage of scientific 
learning.





STEM
To support the work in lessons we organise a 
number of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics activity days throughout the year.

This term we will be working with partnership 
schools in Tynedale and Ethiopia to highlight 
issues relating to sustainability and clean water.

Later in the year we will be working with 
Newcastle University on a STEM project.  





History:
There are 5 curriculum objectives which teachers use to 
assess learning. They include:

- Chronological awareness 
- Historical knowledge and understanding
- Interpretations of history
- Historical enquiry; and
- Organisation and communication

Pupils are required to write with increasing confidence, 
depth and breadth as they journey through years 7 and 
8, applying their subject disciplinary literacy.



In year 7 pupils will learn about:
- Medieval Britain ( The Norman Conquest )
- The Church, State and Society
- The English Civil War and Reformation

In year 8 pupils will learn about:
- The Slave Trade
- The Industrial Revolution
- The French Revolution



 Geography

 There are 3 curriculum objectives which teachers use to 
assess learning. They include:

 - Geographical knowledge
 - Geographical understanding
 - Geographical skills and enquiry

Pupils learn about the human and physical dimensions of 
our world, exploring ‘location and place’ in terms of the 
world and its continents and consider connections between 
places. They will also gain more experience in the use of 
maps and atlases to understand our world.  Fieldwork and 
investigation will play a key role in unlocking knowledge 
activating pupil participation.



Geography Curriculum Overview
In year 7 pupils will learn about:
- Russia 
– Tectonics
- Settlement 
- Coasts

In year 8 pupils will learn about:

- Earth's Resources
- Our Risky World 
- Middle East
- Changing China
- International Development 
- Tourism 











 Equipment list 
 Steps to success at HMS
 Assessment Pages 
 Spelling and arithmetic log 
 Homework pages (recording)
 Guidance and support pages (blue and green)







We place a huge emphasis on developing a love and 
appreciation of our subjects by planning events such as:
 STEM Days 
 Author visits and workshops
 Theatre visits 
 Handwriting and reading competitions
 Taking part in the Kids’ Lit Quiz
 UK Maths Challenge Days
 Visits out of school to inspire writing 
 Residential visits to consolidate learning
 A wide selection of clubs within the school day including 

access to the school’s library for quiet study time.



 Examples of resources on our school website.

Thank you  for attending; we look 
forward to seeing you at future events in 
school. 
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