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The HMS Ethos 
RESPECT 

This is a friendly, welcoming school, built on foundations of mutual 
respect and care for others. We work together to become all we can 
be.

ENGAGE

We share a love of learning and believe in the highest academic 
standards for everyone. We value education in its broadest sense, 
knowing that the arts, sport and other opportunities help shape us as 
individuals and as citizens of the wider world.

ASPIRE 

We are committed to enabling all of our students to develop their 
knowledge and understanding, skills and mindset, so that they can 
take their next steps with confidence. Our aim is that every child will 
grow into a happy, fulfilled and successful adult.
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Staffing 
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Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Stephenson 
Deputy DSLs: Miss Liddle and Mr Scott 

SENDCo: Mr Stephenson
Assistant SENDCo: Mrs Adams 



The School Day 
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• School starts at 8.40am (children should be on the yard 
and ready for the morning whistle).

• School ends for all HMS pupils at 3.15pm (children leave 
school before QE students).

• Children can visit the dining hall at breaktime where 
snacks can be purchased, or their own healthy snacks 
can be eaten.

• Lunch operates on a sittings system with the year groups 
rotating from 1st to 4th.

• School staff are on duty from 8.25am and are also across 
the site at 3.15pm.



Contact with school 
We want to maintain regular communication with parents and carers. 
You can contact us with general enquiries by: 
◦ Calling the main office on (01434) 610300
◦ Emailing admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk
◦ Writing a note in your child’s home-school planner 

The school address is Whetstone Bridge Road, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 3JB 

Staff are committed to returning contact within 48 hours. If this is not possible, alternative 
contact will be made with you. 

We use Class Charts as a daily means of communication – we will talk more about that later! 
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Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Pupils’ mental health and wellbeing is vitally important to us at school.

Research shows that if pupils feel happy, feel safe, feel secure and feel supported in school then 
they are more likely to learn more and enjoy more.

At HMS, we are committed to helping and supporting all of our pupils.

CHILDREN CAN TALK TO ANY MEMBER OF STAFF IN SCHOOL. WE ARE 
ALL HERE TO LISTEN.

Our Senior Mental Health Lead is:

Mr Freeman-Myers 
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Cost of living 
As a trust, we now have a ‘Pupil Support Fund’ which parents/carers can apply to 
in confidence to support the cost of school life. 

You can apply for support if you feel would benefit from it via our website. 

We want to help our families by removing barriers to school life as much as we 
possibly can. 

Go Green: Uniform Recycling Service 
◦ You can find the request form on our website. 
◦ We also have our Boot Bank for football boot loans. 
◦ We also have warm coats and trousers available. 
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Personal Development 
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Personal Development 
at Hexham Middle School comprises 
five  strands:

Building Skills and Character 
Careers
PSHE
Citizenship 
Participation

Extra-curricular/enrichment
 A huge range of sporting, academic, social and creative 

options.
 Using before and after-school sessions and lunchtimes to 

maximum effect.
 Opportunities to develop expertise and increase 

participation.
 Responsive to demand and needs of our pupils. 

 The new clubs list will launch tonight with details sent 
home including how to sign up. 

 We encourage all pupils to get involved and try 
something new! 



Music tuition 
If you completed the online form for music tuition, 
please know that your details have now been 
passed on to the peri music team who are working 
hard to put together schedules for lessons. 

As there is high demand, there may be a waiting list 
for spaces. 

If you did not complete the form but your child is 
interested, please complete the online form (link 
below) and Mr Holdsworth will pass your details on. 

If you haven’t yet heard from the teacher, perhaps 
wait another week then let us know and we can 
help in chasing it up for you. 
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The HMS Curriculum 
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The HMS curriculum is broad and balanced for 
every year group – we firmly believe in providing 
the full range of subjects across the four year 
groups. 

Our ‘Curriculum Intent’ can be found on the HMS 
website. As well as this, you can find detailed 
long-term planning overviews and information 
about each subject. 

Should you wish to discuss your child’s curriculum 
in more detail, please contact the Subject Leader 
in the first instance. 
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Curriculum by Year Group: 
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/curriculum-
by-year-group/

Curriculum by Subject: 
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/curriculum-
by-subject/

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/curriculum-by-year-group/
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/curriculum-by-subject/
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Year 5 Curriculum 

English including reading (12 hours) Forest School (1 hour) 

Mathematics (12 hours) Science (5 hours) 

History (2 hours) PE (4 hours) 

Geography (2 hours) PSHE (1 hour) 

French (2 hours) RE (1 hour) 

Art (2 hours) Music (2 hours) 

DT/FT (2 hours) Computing (2 hours) 
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Year 6 Curriculum 

English including reading (13 hours) Science (5 hours) 

Mathematics (12 hours) PE (4 hours) 

History (2 hours) PSHE (1 hour) 

Geography (2 hours) RE (1 hour) 

French (2 hours) Music (2 hours) 

Art (2 hours) Computing (2 hours) 

DT/FT (2 hours) Form Time/ Personal Development (5 hours) 
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KS3 Curriculum (across the two-week timetable)

English including reading (8 hours) Science (6 hours) 

Mathematics (8 hours) PE (4 hours) 

History (3 hours) PSHE (2 hours) 

Geography (3 hours) RE (2 hours) 

French (2 hours) Music (2 hours) 

Art (2 hours) Computing (2 hours) 

DT (2 hours) / FT (1 hour) Form Time/ Personal Development (5 hours) 

Spanish (2 hours) Drama (1 hour) 



Reading 
Reading is a huge part of life at HMS and we promote a positive reading culture every day in 
school. The school’s ‘Reading Strategy’ can be found below and on our website.

Our HMS Library is at the heart of the school and children visit on a weekly basis – it opens for 
borrowing this year on 18th September (and is also open at break and lunchtimes as a quiet 
space).

Mrs Hayler promotes ‘HMS Must Reads’ as lists to motivate and encourage pupils to read widely 
– these are in your child’s planner and on the website.

When do pupils read in school?
◦ As part of English lessons and specific whole-class reading sessions.
◦ As part of form time – reading as a class during Book Talk.
◦ Our curriculum is text-based across all year groups and the wide range of literature can be found in the 

‘Curriculum Overviews’.
◦ As part of all lessons, we feature high-quality texts and comprehension strategies.
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Reading 
How do we teach reading?
◦ Text-based curriculum featuring a wide range of genres and text types – we weave 

non-fiction and poetry throughout our curriculum. 
◦ Repeated reading – focus on small pieces of text to build pace and fluency – this 

also helps to teach strategies to break down unfamiliar vocabulary 
◦ Whole class reading – modelled comprehension to develop strategies and 

confidence 
◦ VIPERS – a focus on reading skills to develop the specific skills need to 

comprehend texts  
◦ Library visits and reading for enjoyment – reading aloud to the teacher 
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Support for struggling readers

Reading confidence, fluency and comprehension are fundamental to success in school. 
That is why we identify those who are struggling and intervene rapidly to ensure that 
pupils develop the essential skills. We take a tiered and targeted approach. 
◦ Fresh Start – RWI phonics programme – targeted 1:1 or small group 
◦ Reading Plus – online reading comprehension and fluency programme
◦ Guided reading groups – focus on reading confidence and understanding 
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Reading at home
• We really need your support in encouraging your child to read at 

home on a daily basis.
• Children should read for at least 20 minutes per day.
• We want KS2 pupils to record their reading in their reading records 

within their planners. Complete this 3x per week.
• We ask that reading records are signed at least three times a week. 

This will be checked by form tutors/English teachers.
• We know that children may be independent readers – they can 

record their own entries and sign themselves. When you sign their 
planners once a week you'll check to back this up.

• Please encourage your child to read aloud at least once a week. This 
is great way to develop their confidence and fluency.

• To promote discussion, there are linked question prompts below but 
any discussion around reading material will be beneficial.

Question prompts to promote discussion: 
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/reading_prompt_questions_jan19.pdf

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/reading_prompt_questions_jan19.pdf


EGPS
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (commonly known as SPaG) features throughout the 
curriculum.

How do we teach EGPS or SPaG?
◦ Daily memory and retention starters to revisit prior learning
◦ Grammar focus in lessons to weave skills into writing (applying skills)
◦ Weekly spelling teaching with a specific focus/rule
◦ Regular assessment to address gaps in learning
◦ Weekly homework tasks focused on key skills 

Your child’s planner has a helpful guide to grammar terminology on page 169.
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/y6_spag_coverage.pdf

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ks2_english_spag_test_2016.pdf

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/y6_spag_coverage.pdf
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ks2_english_spag_test_2016.pdf


Spelling
Spelling lists will be issued by your child’s 
English teacher and will feature in the 
weekly homework.

We teach a comprehensive spelling 
curriculum which focuses on spelling rules 
and links back to early phonics skills from 
KS1.

We have noticed an increase in pupils 
struggling with spelling rules and we have 
responded with an enhanced focus.

That said, we need your support in 
ensuring that children learn their spellings 
and practise at least three times a week at 
home.
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Supporting English at home 
◦ Daily reading 
◦ Weekly signatures in the reading record 
◦ Weekly spelling practice 
◦ Homework completion 
◦ Encouraging high standards and pride 
◦ Discussion around reading and any text 
◦ Positive motivation 
◦ SPaG revision – try spotting grammatical errors 

in funny places!
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/grammatical_terms_ks2_english_nov17.pdf

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/grammatical_terms_ks2_english_nov17.pdf


Maths 
Arithmetic

◦ Arithmetic involves fluency and recall.
◦ Pupils must develop their confidence in mental 

and written calculations.
◦ We will focus on arithmetic skill development 

every lesson.
◦ Pace is important as well as accuracy in 

methods.
◦ In school, we have regular ‘Review to 

Remember’ sessions to identify gaps in learning 
and to ensure that pupils have practice time to 
make mistakes and learn from them.

Reasoning/Problem Solving
◦ We also develop reasoning and problem-solving 

skills throughout our lessons.
◦ Pupils must be able to explain concepts and 

show their understanding/strategy.
◦ Discuss with your children: how do you know? 

Prove it? Explain your thinking.
◦ Strategy is key – a stepped approach.
◦ Highlight the key information and focus on the 

vocabulary.
◦ Pupils’ confidence is key to success – encourage 

them to relax and think – what are they being 
asked to find out?
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You can find the school’s ‘Calculation Policy’ on the maths 
page of the website. 

This is consistent across all of the schools in the Hexham 
Partnership. 



Supporting maths at home  
◦ Try to have a positive approach to maths at home and promote positive 

discussion. 
◦ Encourage your child to adopt a strategy – relax, think, read the information 

carefully, use a glossary to identify unknown vocabulary, plan the steps 
needed to solve problems. 

◦ Encourage regular times tables practise using TT Rockstars and other 
methods. 

◦ Encourage regular arithmetic practise and development of mental and written 
calculation methods. 

◦ https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/mathematics_glossary_key_stages_1-3.pdf

◦ Calculation Policy is here: https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/hexham_partnership_maths_calculation_policy.pdf
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/mathematics_glossary_key_stages_1-3.pdf
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Your child’s learning – staying updated 
Class Charts – day-to-day pastoral/ behaviour for learning updates.

Parents’ Evenings – dates are on the school website (1:1 meetings 
with each subject teacher).

Mid-year report – an update on your child’s achievement.
End of year report – an update on your child’s achievement.

Open Book Evenings – an opportunity to come into school to review 
your child’s work.
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Academic Support 
At Hexham Middle, we are committed to ensuring that every pupil achieves their full potential. 
Early academic support is key and we aim to:

 Provide quality first teaching where teachers regularly assess pupils’ progress

 Empower pupils to feel confident and secure with their learning in all subjects 

 Support pupils who may just need an extra little boost to enable them to fulfil their 
potential

 Provide RAPID intervention

 Provide pre-teaching sessions

 Our Academic Support Coordinator is Mrs Bridget Toor 
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/academic-support-at-hms/

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/academic-support-at-hms/


Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Assessments 
(SATs) 

Date Paper 

Monday 13 May SPaG

Tuesday 14 May Reading

Wednesday 15 May Maths

Thursday 16 May Maths
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In May of year 6, pupils will sit their End of Key Stage 2 
Assessments in reading, EGPS and mathematics.

The dates are listed here – attendance during this 
week is obviously very important.

There’ll be a SATs Information Evening for year 6 
parents in January to talk through the assessment 
process and how we prepare pupils for the test week. 
There will also be more guidance on supporting 
learning at home and how to buy resources via school 
for your child to use at home.



Online resources 
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Homework 
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HMS-
Homework-Policy-2022_.pdf

Your child will record homework tasks in their planner to promote independence 
and organisation. 

Your child’s teacher will also log the details of the task (and possibly a copy of it) on 
Class Charts so that you can stay up-to-speed with the expectations. 

We know that some children find homework challenging and we don’t want it to cause a battle or tension at home.

1. Let us know if your child is struggling – we need to work together.
2. Try to approach things positively – be realistic about time expectations and consider your plans (we know everyone is 

busy!)
3. Try to find a calm, quiet space for children to work and ‘own’.

4. Homework clubs run in school on a weekly basis – so tasks could be completed before children even leave school.

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HMS-Homework-Policy-2022_.pdf


Pupil Support – an overview 
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At HMS, pupil support is a vital part of school 
life. We have a dedicated and committed team 
to support pupils with any issue (however small) 
to ensure they have the best experience they 
can at HMS.

This begins with support from your child's form 
tutor. They are the first point of contact and can 
be contacted through 
admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk or via your child's 
planner. 

mailto:admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk


Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is our number one priority.
How do children report concerns?
◦ To any member of staff
◦ First point of contact is your child’s form tutor
◦ We are here to listen to and support with any 

concern.

How do parents/carers report concerns?
◦ Contact Mr Stephenson via email or phone
◦ In his absence, contact the Deputy DSL team or Mr

Watters
◦ In holidays, you can call NCC One Call Service.
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https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/HLT-Safeguarding-
Child-Protection-Policy-December-2022-2.pdf

Staff Role

Mark Stephenson Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Becky Liddle and 
Duncan Scott

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Leads

Duncan Scott Designated Mental 
Health Lead

Dave Todd Trust Online Safety Lead

Laura Dodds and Nicky 
Richards

Pupil Support Workers



Class Charts 
Class Charts is online portal which we would encourage you 
to access on a regular basis to view your child’s in-school 
behaviour record (P points and S points) and keep up-to-
date with home learning requirements. It is a key means of 
home-school communication.

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s form 
teacher in the first instance.

You should now have received two logins for Class Charts.
◦ Parent/carer login details
◦ Pupil login details
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Rewards Store
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Your child’s planner 
Your child should use their planner to stay organised and to 
build their independence skills.

The planner (and reading record) should be checked and 
signed by a parent/carer on a weekly basis. These are 
checked by all form teachers on a Monday morning.

Key points to note:
◦ Timetable – back cover
◦ Uniform policy – p13
◦ Online safety – p21
◦ English resources – blue pages 171 – 178
◦ Maths resources – green pages 179 - 182
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Attendance
Attendance and punctuality (being in school 
and to lessons on time) is a high priority at 
HMS.

We expect students to be in school to learn 
and progress.

We have a dedicated attendance officer for 
Hadrian Learning trust.



Uniform and Equipment 
You can find the uniform policy on our website.

HMS run a ‘Go Green’ uniform recycling service. You can 
donate items to school at any point in the year. We keep 
a stock a logo’d jumpers, t-shirts and PE uniform.

You can request items via our website or by calling the 
school office team.

This service is kindly supported by Kate in our PTA.

If you need any support with purchasing uniform and 
equipment, please always know that you can get in touch 
with us.
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Play 
Y5 have their own spaces Mon – Thursday.
On Friday, they can choose to mix with Y6s if they want to.
Time is split between the Games Yard and the MUGA.
Equipment such as hoops, tennis balls and skipping ropes are 
available.
We also have quiet spaces by the MUGA and inside.
Next week, lunchtime clubs commence, providing another option for 
our pupils.
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Forest School 
Forest school has proven extremely effective at increasing children's 
confidence and resilience. Forest School sessions will take place fortnightly 
and are marked on your child's timetable.

For Forest School sessions, children will need to bring a change of shoes, 
waterproof coat and a spare pair of trousers/waterproof trousers as they 
will be outside in all weathers. Ideally clothes should have long sleeves 
and long trousers should be worn to reduce chances of scratches, stings 
etc.

Appropriate shoes are an old pair of trainers/walking boots or wellies. 
Ideally waterproof trousers should be worn over school uniform to save 
changing, but an old pair of tracksuit bottoms will also be fine.

Please use your judgement for the sessions by checking the weather: for 
example, if it is very cold, children will need a hat and gloves, or if it is very 
sunny, they will need a hat and sunscreen.
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Learning Support
Mr M Stephenson

(Assistant Head & SENDCo)

Mr Stephenson oversees all our SEND 
department and works with staff and parents 
to ensure your child is receiving the support 
identified to help them reach their potential 

at HMS.

Mrs F Adams

(Assistant SENDCo)

Mrs Adams is responsible for leading the 
department and the LSA team, working with 

Mr Stephenson to identify where support 
might be needed in lessons or as an 

intervention and ensuring that the support of 
external agencies is utilised fully where 

necessary.
Mrs E Box- Learning Support Assistant

Mr A Drummond- Learning Support Assistant
Mr I Robson- Learning Support Assistant

Miss L Kennedy – Learning Support Assistant
Mrs G Young – Learning Support Assistant
Ms T Barrack – Learning Support Assistant

Mrs L Dodds – Pupil Support Worker
Mrs N Richards – Pupil Support Worker
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Many pupils have access to the ‘Base’ at lunchtimes - this is staffed by 
a member of the team and is a safe space for pupils of all year groups. 

Pupils can come and have some quiet time, play games with other 
pupils or just chat with their peers and staff. We have seen some 
lovely friendships develop over the years as the children are very 
supportive of each other and show respect whilst building their 
confidence and social skills. Some children may also use the Base for 
1:1 or small group interventions led by an LSA. 

All colleagues listed are Key Workers and will meet with 
you and your child throughout the year to discuss your 
child’s learning and engagement in school life. 



RESTORE
Mrs Dodds and Mrs Richards lead our RESTORE provision. 
We recognise that, as a result of the pandemic, many pupils require 
far greater support in school. 
RESTORE provides targeted support for pupils in:
◦ Social, emotional support 
◦ Behaviour support 
◦ Mental health support 
◦ Emotion Coaching
◦ Anger management 
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‘Early Birds’ – Breakfast Club 
Early Birds: Breakfast Club will soon run on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

You can sign up for places via School Gateway. 

Sessions run from 7.45 – 8.45. 

The policy and further information can be found 
here: 

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.p
hp/breakfast-club/
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HMS PTA 
We are very lucky to have an amazing PTA who work so hard to support school life. 

The PTA have worked exceptionally hard to plan and host exciting events for the children which 
support school life. 

Our PTA support: funding school trips, workshops and visits; books incl. dyslexia-friendly books 
for the library and will soon be funding music opportunities. 

Events include: discos, games nights, pop-up gift shops, movie nights, the summer fair and much 
more! 

How can you help?
◦ Supporting PTA events as much as you possibly can 
◦ You may wish to join the PTA who are a friendly, welcoming group (including me!) 
◦ Sign up to our HMS PTA Lottery (a monthly prize draw) 
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Thank you for the continued support and for 
listening to lots of information tonight. The slides 

will be sent home for reference at a later date.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 
teacher with any questions/concerns. 

Any questions? 
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