
 

 

HMS WEEKLY UPDATE 4 

European Day of Languages  
 

Today is European Day of Languages and Mr Armstrong planned a range of 

activities to promote a love of languages learning across the school.  

• Class language - each form class was assigned a language and greetings for 

their registers this week.  

• Research - classes had the chance to research their assigned county and 

spoken language(s).  

• Bake Off - our annual Bake Off was an overwhelming success with so many 

fabulous cake designs brought into school today.  

• Quiz - in class assembly time this week, Mr Armstrong challenged the school to a special 

quiz - there was a great energy in KS3 earlier today!  

Cakes were judged this morning and certificates for all entries as well as the 

overall winners will be announced in next week's assemblies. Huge thanks to each 

and every pupil who entered this year's Bake Off - the cakes were truly 

outstanding once again - we were amazed by the effort and skill! 

 

House Captains  
 

It was a busy Monday morning at HMS as we held our annual House Hustings. Candidates from each 

house showed real courage as they stood up to give their election speeches in front of their peers - 

this takes real bravery, and we were so proud of every single candidate on the ballot papers. After the 

speeches, the pupils cast their votes, and we are delighted to announce that this year's House Captains 

will be:  

 

• Aln: Kirstie A and Lauchlan H  

• Coquet: Amelie G and Betti A  

• Tweed: Artie O'B and Archie D  

• Wansbeck: Oswald B and Jamie H  

 

The HMS Way Awards  

Each week, teachers nominate pupils for awards to celebrate those who have demonstrated our 

school values and to recognise the brilliant achievements of our pupils. The awards celebrate children 

who have shown great respect, who have engaged well in all aspects of school life and who have 

shown high aspiration during lessons and around school. Well done – we are very proud of you!  

NEXT WEEK IS TIMETABLE WEEK 1 AND MENU WEEK 2 

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HMS-3-week-cycle-menu-menu-to-match-QE-May-25.pdf


Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Beth D 

Alex D 

Lucy L 

Maxwell R 

Vini W 

Daniel M 

Libby C 

Bertie L 

Freddie S 

Daniella H  

Isla Y 

Meghan J 

Heidi B 

Aoife B  

Ben C  

Katie R-B 

Ida H 

Ed S 

Emily W 

Aria H  

 

House Point Totals 
 
Each week, we celebrate our P Point (positive point) total across the school. We include the ‘Top 4’ 

pupils in each year group, as well as the overall house totals for Aln, Coquet, Wansbeck and Tweed. 

Well done everyone!  

 

Science – creative homework projects 

Year 6 and Year 7 have excelled with their creative homework projects in 

science this week. Year 7 worked produced fantastic representations of 

the particle model. Year 6 impressed with their models of the Solar 

System! 

 

Music News  

Rugs Required! 
Do you have any large rugs which are no longer required?  If so, the Music department will happily take them off your 

hands for use in the new HMS Music classroom.  Please get in touch with school if you would like to donate anything and 

we will be most grateful. 

 

Music Merchandise 
If you're involved in Music activities in school or simply want to show support for the Music department, why not take a 

look at some of our bespoke HMS/QEHS Music merchandise! There are t-shirts and hoodies which can be worn at 

rehearsals, some concerts, at home and out and about! Check out the items at: https://www.border-

 

House Totals 

 Top 4 ‘P Points’ in each year 

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Aln 8,151 1 Evie N 1 Bella B 1 Meike O 1 Etta L 

Coquet 8,422 2 Isla C  2 Charlie A  2 Isabelle C 2 Betty F 

Tweed 8,003 3 Jackson T 3 Sophia M  3 Micheal C 3 Lacey H 

Wansbeck 7,957 4 Harris A  4 Bertie L  4 Lauren D 4 Matty M  

https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/qehs-music.html


embroideries.co.uk/schools/qehs-music.html. There are different options including names and initials to personalise your 

garment.  You can order directly from the manufacturer at the above link. 

 
Attendance – top 3!  

Attendance this week was 95% which is a significant dip on last week. It’s so important that pupils and 

parents have a positive attitude towards school attendance – pupils should be in school every day, 

ready to learn and to make the most of their school opportunities. We encourage pupils to be resilient 

to ensure that they don’t miss out on great learning each day. Please support us by encouraging your 

child into school every day.  

 

 

Maths update 

        This Week’s TT Rockstars!         
 
Congratulations to all pupils who completed the first Garage session on Times Tables Rock Stars. This week’s focus was 
‘Beat the Clock,’ and we are delighted to celebrate the pupils listed below as the winners in their maths classes. 
 

 
Best of luck to everyone in this week’s ‘Gig’ where the focus will be on accuracy.  

 

Sports News  

Y7 & Y8 games vs Mowden Hall 
Year 8 ran out comfortable winners on Wednesday, scoring many tries and conceding few! They played the game in the 

right spirits to kick off their 2025-26 season! Year 7 managed a draw in what turned out to be a fascinating game. Both 

teams were fielding slightly inexperienced players, but learned as the game progressed. HMS went into an early lead 

through tries from Theo & Thomas before MH hit back to lead 4-2 late on. As the HMS lads grew into the game, they made 

more tackles and more confident ball carries, and were rewarded for their efforts with 2 late tries to secure the draw. Mr 

Cameron was incredibly proud of the boys, especially th ose trying rugby for the first time. They didn't shy away from the 

battle, and all enjoyed the occasion!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st form class  

99.5% 

2nd form class  

99% 

3rd form class  

98.5% 

6-FHA 8-ETA 5-JNI, 5-EKI, 5-YTA 

https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/qehs-music.html


Y8 County Cup 1st Round 
 
For the second day in a row, the Y8 boys took to the pitch again. This time they travelled to Bede Academy to compete 

against multiple school in the first round of the county cup. HMS played 6 games and ended the afternoon undefeated, 

winning 5 of their games, and drawing the other. Other teams were not able to cope with Hexham's relentless energy in 

defence and dynamic fluency in attack, scor ing some wonderfully crafted tries. Every single player put in 100% 

throughout and should be very proud of their performance. However, the standout player of the competition goes to 

Walt McGill who never stopped tackling or running hard with the ball, and really led from the front. Special mention to 

Theo in Year 7 as well who stepped up an age group but never looked out of place. Well done to all! 

 

Roller Derby Success 

Luke S along with his brother Cory and sister Rowan (from QEHS) recently took part in the bronze medal play off at Five 

Nations Roller Derby in Stoke on Trent with their team Newcastle Junior Roller Derby. 

This was a full weekend of skating and finals games for the adult and junior teams across 

the UK and Ireland. Their team didn’t win this time but had an excellent game and gave 

it their absolute all! NJRD always welcomes new members – whether they can skate or 

not – and have free sessions and kit hire for new starters. Roller derby is a mixed gender, 

full contact sport for ages 8-18. You can check them out on their Facebook page – 

Newcastle Junior Roller Derby UK! 

 

Clubs News 

STEM workshop (sign up required) 

There are a few spaces left for this exciting opportunity to all Key Stage 3 scientists. Mrs Gregory will be working with 

Meryl Batchelder the education lead for Teraligo, to run a 6-week STEM workshop progamme based around ideas of 

climate change and sustainability. The SustainabiliTEA workshop will run on Monday afternoons after school from 15.30 

to 17.00 and will start on Monday 13th October.  

 

Pupils will take part in a range of practical based activities that will support their understanding of the scientific basis of  

climate change and sustainability but also improve their skills as scientists. They will also receive a CREST award on  

completion of the programme. This opportunity is open to all KS3 pupils, with a maximum of 25 pupils able to attend. If  

your child would like to take part, please complete the Microsoft form using this link. Any queries should be directed to  

 

Gardening Club Update 
If you would like to donate any gardening items to our club, we would graciously receive them. This may include: 

• Plants (including packs of bulbs) 
• Compost for potting and growing seeds 
• Seed packets, trays and or propagators 
• Canes/stakes 
• Gardening equipment (brushes, trowels, spades, forks, rakes) 
• Old wellington boots/waterproof clothing 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iweWTAZG7km2yjj7_FSi67Qu6IzaWAhClyLwu0gZjixUNFZZQlRaNkdMU1JRSEs2MEVHQ09DRFNYMSQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n


• Large pots (for a new pot garden area) 

Our pupils are looking forward to creating a gardening blog to keep people up to date with what we get up to.  Irrespective 
of the weather - rain, hail, snow or shine - we will endeavour to be outdoors.   

 

Personal Development 

HSBC First Step Virtual Workshop 

There is an opportunity to join the HSBC live online career challenge, gain free virtual work experience and certification. 

Your fundraising ideas could make a real-life difference to your chosen charity. This FIRST STEP event is held on 

Wednesday 1st October at 4.30pm (virtual session hosted on MS Teams) and suitable for student year groups 7-9.  

  

“Pitch for a Purpose: Plan the Ultimate Charity Event with HSBC” 

• A 45-minute briefing with the HSBC team 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 

• Certification awarded on completion 

• Register now! (students) 

 

Online Safety Update 

For Parents - Roblox Update 
As the most popular game on the planet with children, Roblox gets a lot of coverage and understandably so. It's an amazing  

platform to explore but it isn't without its faults, some of which are very significant. In April 2025, Revealing Reality carried 

out an investigation into Roblox due to serious concerns of what children were experiencing within the game (link HERE). 

In September they carried out a follow-up investigation to see what, if anything had changed. 

 

In short, quite a lot has changed, such as: 

• Adjustments to content maturity ratings. 

• ID verification for certain games and experiences. 

• Stricter moderation 

• Enhanced parental controls. 

 

These are good but, according to Revealing Reality, they don't go far enough. There are still workarounds and very significant 

concerns. It's worth having a read of the full report which you can find HERE. (from Alan McKenzie, Online Safety specialist) 

 

Free School Meals 

If you feel that your child may be eligible for free school meals, please read the criteria and make an application as soon as 

you can. Find out more on the Northumberland County Council website.  To apply, please complete this form via 

Northumberland County Council. 

 

 

 

https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWpjqg3Z7zvtVTrqlL2NWwNDW5VG-2S5CRBS4N3kz7F63qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3kBN6j7wNDnZzKtN53Z4x-ZnMStN7hfbb_jH7WCW14b3ZZ4YlpvdW4FXQjh19873cW5dz9c44kZqTkW9dsH2m1tkdK5W7-ykm84MhTxCW173H--5Zx_LhW6jgC8m6P86H0N7-Y-r57r7ltW5kQz1b5ZHSh-W1cnbJW2PNWDDW3ztrfW5Tt2VFW46xQzR6SjqWXN8nS_QXZvLkyW1TFJk08fG1kJW2pPHDp7JL5SbW5gm45N2XwppBW80pVvm14tKByW85fZs43_d-YZW5S8rP61q7nC7W5DBfyy4pkyd8W8bNGdZ7t9QH4W91FdHp4j0lCVW1k__yr6mp8dWW1wsYtV7Nr1DxW3qcrzS3tm337f5gYkx404
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWpjqg3Z7zvtVTrqlL2NWwNDW5VG-2S5CRBS4N3kz7Fq3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3ktW1Pjtr-2vJ3-FW7jW4zK513Cr3W8sR-rq2YRB_pW1PcVS_6xsX-kW49yGSg5mL7G6W8zT0Kk1H1nhBW892X0Y8SZH6tW5ZVzjz2R-qlWW3qjrm16FR1ZZN6kG96nr33ZXW8ZfyTr695tg2W98tGSc6RnhlqW3RXDl67t1BCHW50jYF94kNnbzVC5G7n2RZY_8Vq4slC1hmgGSN1Zx8MnTvD4TN2RQCvFlN5LtW7Z7ccL7xnzqPW2JpnQk7tqjysW6yVByH6M75hSN4ZG93s5LSY6W2kDLKf4FdPmdW4NqKRf98tLtCVGFHj32lYs7SW7DCR8R6GhsTGW9cQ9z81d0h1hW503nV14MZnh0W7p2ffy12zrtJV2c3XT5cf3Mff3w4qFd04
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=e60e6816e3&e=99ad3261b2
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=d5a9c63a62&e=99ad3261b2
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS


Upcoming Dates 

Date Event Who 

Monday 29 September  
Meet the Tutor Evening, 7PHA  

7PHA (book now via 

MCAS)  

Monday 29 September U13 (Y7/8) Girls’ football game vs SJMS @ HMS - 3.30pm 

kick off 
Y7/8 Team 

Tuesday 30 September and 

Wednesday 1 October 
Queen’s Hall Drama Launch Visits  Year 7 

Wednesday 1 October Virtual Work Experience with HSBC – 4.30pm Year 7 and Year 8 

Thursday 2 October  HMS Open Evening, 6-8pm  All welcome  

Friday 3 October Y7 girls’ rugby - Kingston Park 10.00 - 14.00 Y7 Team 

Friday 3 October PSHE: Healthy Masculinity Workshops Year 8 

Friday 3 and Monday 6 

October  
HMS Open Days (tours bookable)  

Prospective 

parents/carers  

Monday 6 October U11 (Y6) football CVL (Central Venue League) round 1 @ 

Highfield MS. 4.00 - 5.30pm 
Y6 Team 

Monday 6 October U13 (Y8) boys’ CVL round 1 @ HMS. 3.30pm kick off Y8 Team 

 
Tuesday 7 October 

London Trip Info Evening 

 
Year 7/8 

(participating students) 
 

Wednesday 8 October Mary Poppins (Sunderland Empire) Year 6 (group) 

Thursday 9 October Be You workshop: Friendship and Positive Relationships Year 5 

Friday 10 October Hello Yellow Day for Young Minds (non-uniform) All year groups 

Friday 10 October Themed Lunch: National Day of Spain All year groups 

Thursday 23 October PTA Discos All year groups 

 

Have a great weekend everyone!  

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2025/09/23/pta-discos/


Mr Watters 

Head of School 

Pupil Support and Safeguarding 
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Ms Karn 

Deputy Safeguarding Leaders: Mr Scott, Mr Rutherford-Orrock, Miss Lamont and Miss Bell  
Heads of Key Stage: Mr Scott and Mr Rutherford-Orrock   

SENDCo/Assistant SENDCo: Mr Morgan and Mrs Ballantyne 
Academic Support Coordinator: Mrs Toor  

Pupil Support Workers: Mrs Dodds and Mrs Richards 
 

Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office 
(phone) or by email (admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk). 

mailto:admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk

