
 

 

HMS WEEKLY UPDATE 36 

Three weeks of term left, and this one has certainly been a very hot one! The pupils (and staff) have 

done brilliantly this week, despite school being very warm. Thank you to Mrs Satow and the team for 

providing much-needed ice lollies at lunchtime. It looks the heatwave is over with the arrival of the 

thunderstorm so uniform will be back to normal next week, please. Don’t forget – it’s our Summer 

Fair tomorrow (12-3pm) and we are looking forward to another great day!  

 
Class Organisation 26-27  
 
Our class overview for September is below. This information has been shared with pupils today.  
 

• Pupils in current Year 5 and Year 7 will stay in the same form group. Any class changes will be 

discussed with parents/carers in advance.  

• Pupils in current Year 6 will be forming new form groups and pupils have been told this 

information today. 

• There will be a ‘Transfer Morning’ for current Years 5, 6 and 7 on Monday 6th July. Current 

Year 6 will have a few taster sessions of new subjects such as Spanish, DT (at QEHS) and drama. 

Year 5 Year 6 

5RAL Mrs Alderson  6JNI Mr Nichol (takes 5JNI) 

5MBE Miss Bell  6ZSC Miss Scott (takes 5ZSC) 

5FHA Mrs Hall  6JJO Mr Johnson (takes 5YTA) 

5YTA Miss Tauk 6FHI Mrs Hinchcliffe (takes 5MDO) 

5MDO Mrs Downes  6EKI Miss Kingett (takes 5EKI) 

Year 7 (new classes – info shared today) Year 8  

7SRI Miss Richardson/Mrs George 8SDA Mrs Davison (takes 7SRI) 

7IBO Mrs Bond 8PES Mr Stephens (takes 7SGE)  

7SFO Mr Forster 8SMC Mrs McIntyre (takes 7SMC) 

7AMG Mrs Gregory  8CAR Mr Armstong (takes 7CAR) 

7ETA Miss Taylor 8BLA  Miss Lamont (takes 7PGA) 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK IS TIMETABLE WEEK 1 

AND MENU WEEK 3 

 

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HMS-3-week-cycle-menu-menu-to-match-QE-May-25.pdf


Mobile Phones 26-27 

To further strengthen our school's approach to mobile phones in line with new national guidance 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-

schools), an updated draft policy is attached for your consideration and feedback. As you know, many 

schools in the Hexham Partnership have already taken the very positive step to introduce and 

promote a smartphone-free childhood for primary-aged pupils (extending to Year 7 in September 

2026). I am very pleased to say that our policy is largely very effective with recent audits showing very 

few phones on or in use during school hours. That said, we now intend to take our approach further 

with very clear guidance and expectations for pupils and parents/carers going into the new school year. 

 

The updated policy is intended for implementation from September 2026 and includes a number of key changes to ensure 

we are compliant with the national guidance. These changes include:  

 

• An extension of the smartphone free policy to include Year 7 (with the policy being applicable to Year 8 in Sept 27).  

• An expectation that all mobile phones (including non-smartphones) are handed in for secure storage during the 

school day.  

• Clearer and firmer escalation of sanctions for non-compliance with the policy including the introduction of 

parent/carer collection of devices for repeated concerns.  

 

Please take the time to review the policy so that you have an opportunity to share your feedback and views. If you could 

submit comments to admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk by Friday 3rd July, that would be appreciated.  

 
Head of School Awards  
  
This month's Head of School Award theme was 'problem solving' - 

one of our core Skills Builder themes. I was delighted to see the children 

being recognised for their wonderful approach to school life. It was great 

to celebrate the positive contribution each pupil makes to our 

school community - I am very proud of them all.  

  

Pupils in school yesterday joined me for a special breakfast earlier 

(breakfast sandwiches, pastries and hot chocolate) and received a certificate and P5 award! A huge 

well done to everyone celebrated. 

 

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Leo B 

Lucy T 

Toby S 

Sophie M 

Colette M 

Marcus M 

William R 

Felix H 

Daniel M 

Seb D 

Michael C 

James S 

Zain B 

Henry W 

Francesca F 

Rose K 

Rosie O 

Harry G 

Gruffydd T 

Sam L  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools
mailto:admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk


House Point Totals 

 

Each week, we celebrate our P Point (positive point) total across the school. We include the ‘Top 4’ 

pupils in each year group, as well as the overall house totals for Aln, Coquet, Wansbeck and Tweed.  

 

House Totals  Top 4 ‘P Points’ in each year 

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

Aln 74,167 1 Lillie S 1 Mason D 1 Claudia D 1 Oswald B 

Coquet 75,005 2 Nola P 2 Daniel M 2 Adam H 2 Ben T 

Tweed 74,340 3 Tristan S 3 Alex G 3 Micheal C 3 Rex H 

Wansbeck 74,713 4 Valentine M 4 Nella A 4 Jessica H 4 Ben S 

Sports News 

Tennis Update 

Well done and hard luck to our Year 8 boys who competed in 2 

matches on Tuesday in the final of League B in the year 7/8 

Northumberland Schools Tennis competition. The boys played 

really well in the searing heat, only narrowly losing to eventual 

winners NSB in the final doubles game before running out of 

steam against Kings. The boys should be very proud of their efforts 

as it is a great achievement to even reach the finals. Huge credit 

also goes to Ivor T, Harry B, Oskar P and Ben S for winning in the previous round to get us there. 

 

Cricket News 

 

HMS Year 6 boys played a cricket fixture against Mowden Hall School this week. We managed to 

play an innings of hardball followed by a game using an incredi-ball. Reggie T, Rory M and Seb D 

all showed great skill with the ball. Riley G was impressive when wicket keeping. George H, Lockie 

D, Will R and Oscar N all battled well and scored good runs. It was a lovely afternoon of 

competitive cricket played in a respectful manner. Thank you to the parents that attended to 

watch the game. It is always lovely to have a supportive crowd to perform in front of. HMS had two close victories which sent 

everyone home happy! Well done, team. 

 

Northumberland Schools Minor Athletics Championships 

HMS saw 29 of its athletes selected to run for Tynedale at the Northumberland Schools Minor Athletics Championships held 

at Gateshead Stadium. It was brilliant to have so many pupils competing at this event which is the pinnacle for pupils in the 



 

Pupil Success  

Better Planet Publication  
 
Meghan J (Year 7) recently had a piece of writing published on the Better Planet Education website. This is an exceptional 

achievement, and we are very proud to share this news with you all today. Congratulations, Meghan!  

 

‘Meghan, writes with striking passion about The Future Is Now event in Hexham, where three films on rewilding beavers, the 

climate crisis, and overconsumption left her convinced that adults badly underestimate how much children already know — 

and how deeply they worry. Her message is urgent and hopeful: teach climate and nature to every child in school, not just in 

paid-for clubs, because once young people learn that anyone can act now — saving hedgehogs, ditching fast fashion — they 

have every reason to care.’ (Better Planet Education). Changing our future | Better Planet Education 

 

 
 

 

middle school system. We had a number of standout performances across the day. Special mention must go to Martha P who 

won Y6 girls hurdles, Felix H who won the Y6 boys high jump and to 

Arthur C who won both the Y7 300m and 1500m. This was amazing well 

done to these three pupils. Special mentions to other notable 

performers: Isabell N who made the 80m final, Ted W made the Y8 300m 

final, James C finishing an impressive 4th in the Y8 boys hurdles, Martha 

P 3rd Y7 1500m, Millie C 5th Y6 girls 800m, Bertie T 3rd Y8 Boys 800m, 

Pippa M 4th Y6 girls hurdles and Amelia S 5th in Y6 long jump. 

Well done to all athletes who turned up and performed to their best. You all helped Tynedale come third overall. The county 

athletic champs is one of the best days of the year! 

HMS PTFA News  

HMS PTFA SUMMER FAIR  

Our HMS PTFA Summer Fair is TOMORROW!  

• Saturday 27th June 12-3pm 

• Hexham Middle School 

• Giant inflatable, raffle, tombola, themed games and stalls, BBQ, refreshments 

 
SUMMER FAIR RAFFLE – LAST CHANCE TO BUY TICKETS!  
 
WOW - Mrs Herrmann is so grateful to the many local organisations who have very kindly 

donated prizes for this year's PTFA Summer Fair Raffle. You can see the current prize list on our 

website. If you'd like to buy tickets, please return the stubs and payment to the fair tomorrow. 

Thank you so much for the support! 

https://betterplaneteducation.org.uk/content/changing-our-future
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/05/07/hms-ptfa-summer-fair-save-the-date/


Community News 

Summer Holiday Activities  

There’s lots going on in our community this summer, have a look at this overview on our website. There’s something for 

everyone! 

 

Tynedale Rugby Club open training session Y6 boys/girls 

Tynedale Rugby Club welcomes Y6 boys and girls to give rugby a try on Thursday 16th July at 18.00h. For more information, 

contact Louise on 07900 596 156. 

 

Understanding your child in a changing world 

Understanding Your Child in a Changing World is a brand-new pathway that is now live. It focuses on the issues that matter 

most to modern parents and carers, using an easy-to-follow approach grounded in psychology and expert guidance. See here 

for further information.  

 

Water Safety Day 

The RNLI has launched a campaign aimed at raising awareness and supporting young people to stay safe around water. You 

can find more information here. On Saturday 4 July, 11:00-14:00hrs at Riverside Park, Prudhoe, NE42 6NP, the 

Prudhoe Youth Project, in conjunction with Tyne Valley Canoe Club will host a Water Safety Day, which will give attendees 

the opportunity to get out on the water with instructors on a kayak, canoe or SUP board.  There will also be the opportunity 

to test safety equipment and demonstrations by Northumberland Fire and Rescue, Mountain Rescue and the Northumbria 

Police Marine Unit. Everyone is welcome. See here for more information.  

 

Attendance – Top 3!  

This week’s attendance stayed steady at 95% - well done everyone! We really value that our pupils 

and parents have a positive attitude towards school attendance – pupils should be in school every 

day, ready to learn and to make the most of their school opportunities. We encourage pupils to be 

resilient to ensure that they don’t miss out on great learning each day – especially as we enter the 

colder months. Thank you for your support.  

 

1st form class – 100% 2nd form class – 98% 3rd form class – 97.5% 

6-FHA 7-CAR 8-ETA, 6-RAL 

Online Safety Update  

For Parents - Layering Up for Online Safety 
Protecting children and mitigating risk at home doesn't just mean applying a filter and changing a few app settings, it needs 

a layered approach, and this is where the Internet Matters 'Layering Up for Online Safety' comes in. This helps and guides 

you to set up devices safely across networks, the devices themselves and the apps alongside regular conversations. There is 

https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/06/24/whats-on-this-summer/
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/06/24/understanding-your-child-in-a-changing-world/
https://rnli.org/news-and-media/2026/may/19/rnli-launches-it-float-to-live-campaign-for-2026
https://visitprudhoe.uk/events/water-safety-day-2/


 

Ski Trip 2028 – an update! 

 

To gain a place on this trip, you will need to complete the online MCAS form. This form goes live on 

Friday 3rd July at 8pm. There are 40 places for this trip. Places will be allocated 

on a first-come-first-served basis.  There will be a £300 non-refundable deposit 

required to secure a place on this trip. The remainder of the of the trip balance 

will be spread across a 14-month payment plan.   The 40 places will be offered 

to current year 6; however, any remaining places will then be offered to current 

year 5s. Mr Gaines and Mr Johnson will send a more detailed letter out next 

week, containing information about the trip itself so you can discuss this with 

your child. If you have any immediate questions about the trip, please do get in touch. 

 

The Big Future: National Children and Young People’s Survey 

 

The Children’s Commissioner is asking for all children and young people to complete the new survey, 

The Big Future. The Commissioner wants to make sure that she hears from as many children and young 

people as possible, aged 0-18, from all backgrounds, in all schools and colleges, and in every part of 

the country. She is asking them about the changes they want to see in their communities, their biggest 

concerns and their hopes for the future. More than anything, she wants to know what they think a 

good childhood should look like today. 

 

We will be promoting this in school but, if your child hasn’t yet submitted a response, please 

ask them to complete the survey via this link: 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. The findings will be published next 

year and they will be used to advocate at the highest level for solutions that children want to 

see to the problems that they say are most important to them. 

 

 

 

 

a downloadable guide which will show you how to layer up in a simple, manageable way. 

Link: Internet Matters - Layering Up for Online Safety. (By Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Specialist) 

Free School Meals 

If you feel that your child may be eligible for free school meals, please read the criteria and make an application as soon as 

you can. Find out more on the Northumberland County Council website.  To apply, please complete this form via 

Northumberland County Council. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
https://us.list-manage.com/CdcrhvD5ghq?e=99ad3261b2&c2id=ef56846e2f3a4bf4032f9aba80dd5635
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS


School Calendar – Summer Calendar Overview now available  

 

Have a great weekend - thank you for your continued support.  

Mr Watters 

Date Event Who 

Saturday 27 June  HMS PTFA SUMMER FAIR, 12-3pm  All welcome  

Monday 29 June  Year 8 Careers Guidance (all week) Year 8  

Tuesday 30 June Kielder Observatory - Stellar Futures Project Year 5 and year 6 (group) 

Wednesday 1 July Wonder Challenge Visit, Newcastle University  Group  

Wednesday 1 July La Petite Crêperie Workshops Year 5 

Wednesday 1 – Friday 3 

July 
Newby Wiske Residential Year 6 

Thursday 2 July  Broomley Grange Day  Year 6 (not on residential) 

Monday 6 July  Transfer Morning  Years 5, 6 and 7 

Tuesday 7 July  Transfer Day  Years 4 and 8 

Tuesday 7 July  Transfer Evening for Year 4, 6.00pm   Year 4 

Tuesday 7 July  SATS Results Day  Year 6  

Wednesday 8 July Sports Day Year 5 and Year 6 

Wednesday 8 July  Skills Builder Day  Years 7 and 8  

Thursday 9 July Sports Day Year 7 and Year 8 

Thursday 9 July  Skills Builder Day  Years 5 and 6  

Thursday 9 July  End of Year Reports sent home  All year groups  

Friday 17th July  School closes at 1.30pm for summer holidays! All year groups  

Pupil Support and Safeguarding 
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Mrs Mackenzie 

Deputy Safeguarding Leaders: Mr Scott, Mr Rutherford-Orrock, Miss Lamont and Miss Bell  
Heads of Year: Miss Bell (Y5), Mr Scott (Y6 and Y7), Miss Lamont 

(Y8)   
SENDCo: Mr Morgan (Mr Walton from September 2026)  

Academic Support Coordinator: Mrs Toor  
Pupil Support Workers: Ms Thompson and Mrs Richards 

Attendance Officer: Miss Parradine  
Inclusion Administrator: Mrs Armstrong 

Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office 
(phone) or by email (admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk). 

mailto:admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk

