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Welcome back

It’s been a great first week of the final half-term of the year — | hope you all had a lovely

holiday and enjoyed the sunshine! This half-term is a significant time of change as we

prepare for the next school year, welcome our new Year 5 pupils into school and get ready

to say goodbye to Year 8 who leave us very soon. | spoke to the pupils about this last week

and reassured them that lots of support will be available over the half-term if anyone is
struggling with the changes ahead. Over the next few weeks, class organisation for next year will be
finalsed and shared with parents/carers. There’ll also be an opportunity for pupils to spend time with
their new form teacher as part of our transfer process. In addition, the calendar is action-packed as
ever with end of year trips, celebrations and leavers’ events — please let us know if you need any
additional information.

HMS Summer Concert

This year’s HMS Summer Concert will take place on Monday 29 June 7pm in the QEHS
hall. This is a joyful celebration of the wonderful musical talent in our school. Miss Tindall
and the team are rehearsing with pupils to plan an evening which truly reflects the breadth
of unbelievable musicianship across all year groups. Tickets are available now and | would
really encourage you to attend — it’s always an inspiring celebration of our pupils. Tickets
are available here.

House Point Totals

Each week, we celebrate our P Point (positive point) total across the school. We include the ‘Top 4’
pupils in each year group, as well as the overall house totals for Aln, Coquet, Wansbeck and Tweed.

House Totals Top 4 ‘P Points’ in each year
Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8
1 Chris F 1 Niamh B 1 LeelaH 1 Gruffyd T
2 Jack P 2 Alex G 2 Jessica T 2 Edward S
Tweed 69,128 3 Matilda H 3 Sally B 3 Lottie H 3 Tobias S

Wansbeck | 69,292 4 Lillie S 4 Marcus M 4 Frank K 4 Thomas M



https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hadrianlearningtrust/2250496
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hadrianlearningtrust/2250496
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HMS-3-week-cycle-menu-menu-to-match-QE-May-25.pdf

Baltic Visits

Before half term, lots of pupils enjoyed a fantastic art experience at the Baltic in Newcastle.
Pupils participated in an artist workshop led by artist, Lottie, who is a master of cardboard
sculptures. Pupils then explored the issue of climate change, creating 3D sculpture work
inspired by contemporary artwork that was displayed in the art gallery.

Pupils studied artwork by contemporary artists linked to themes such as conflict,

body image, printmaking, and typography. They learned how artwork can

communicate powerful messages and meanings that may not be immediately
obvious. Pupils viewed artwork created for the BHA Honours Degree Show at Newcastle
University and it was brilliant to see how much they admired and engaged with the
artwork. What an experience - thank you to Miss Taylor for organising the visits.

Music News

HMS Talent Show — what a night!

The winners over several different categories were presented with an engraved trophy and certificate. All 26 finalists also
received a small trophy and certificate. External judges were invited along, so there was no bias!

e Stage Presence Award — Georgia — Vocal and Sign Language Solo — Somewhere Only We Know

e Impressive Imagination Award — Emily — Singer/Songwriter — Drunk on You

e Rising Star Award (for most potential) —Jenna and Sophia — Dance — Dark Side

e Fantastic Focus Award — Maddie and Beth — Harp Duet — Happy Harp

e Most Memorable Act Award — Josephs and Sebastian — One Man Band — A Bit of Blues!

e Most Enthusiastic Performance Award — Adam — Comedy — Reflections of a Year 7 Boy

e Shining Star Award (for overall best performance — Vox 5 (Rosie, Etta, Betti, Gwen, Georgia) — A Capella Song —
Re-write the Stars

Many thanks to all of the staff who helped to organise and run the show!
Corbridge Chamber Music Festival Poster Competition Update

We recently partnered with Corbridge Chamber Music Festival to design a poster for one of their upcoming
concerts and two winners from HMS have been chosen! The Family Concert on Sat 25th July features
excerpts from Camille Saint-Saens’ “Carnival of the Animals” suite and HMS students designed imaginative,
eye-catching posters to represent this. We had some fantastic finalists selected by the Music Department
staff and then the organisers of the Music Festival chose the winners as: Sinjin R and Emelia T, whose
images will feature on the final poster, and they have also won free tickets to attend the concert at St
Andrews' Church in Corbridge!

Finalists were Georgia O; Ava G; Natalia S; Emilia F; Marcus M; Alex T; Gryffyd T; Emily G; Heidi B; Emelia T; Sinjin R.
Corbridge Chamber Music Festival is an established Chamber Music Festival and has been running for over 25 years.




Sports News

Year 8 Boys’ Cricket County Cup Quarter Final

Well done and hard luck to our U13 boys cricket team who travelled to

Tynemouth on 21st May to play against Kings Priory School in their quarter final

of the county cup. After being asked to bat first, HMS started building steadily

with Rory A (28) Harry B (7) and Charlie (7) keeping the scoreboard ticking. Then

came the middle order collapse, with HMS losing 5 wickets for only 14 runs.
There was a decent effort from the lower order as the boys chipped in with some much-needed runs from Ivor (6), George
(2) and Bertie (4 n/o).

Defending a total of 76 was a tough ask at this stage of the competition, but HMS started brightly with Theo (1-10) taking a
wicket in the first over. Further wickets fell with Joseph D (1-11), Ivor T (1-10) and Rory N (1-2) taking wickets to reduce the
opposition to 25-4 and putting HMS in a very strong position. Unfortunately, despite another wicket from George F (1-10),
KPS batted well to get over the line with 4 overs left to win by 5 wickets. It's always difficult to take to go out at this stage of
competition, but the lads should be proud of their efforts.

Rugby Update

Before half-term, two teams of Year 5 pupils were invited to Kingston Park Stadium to

participate in a tag rugby event. All pupils played excellently and showed respect to

their teammates and referees. Mr Nichol and Ms Watkinson were incredibly impressed

by the quality of rugby shown by the pupils. Special thanks to Year 8 coaches, Ella R,
Rosie O, Jacob A and Walt M, for being such outstanding role models for our Year 5 pupils. Overall, a great day was had by
everyone!

Quad Kids Athletics

Well done to our Year 6 athletes who competed in the quad kids’ athletics event in the sunshine on Friday 22nd May. All
athletes were excellent, demonstrating their all-round abilities in sprinting, middle distance running, throwing and jumping.
This was a team event, where each athlete was competing for points for their team. Results are currently being collated and
will be shared once they are received. A big thank you must also go to our Year 8 leaders who ran the events, demonstrating
their excellent organisational skills. Without them, the competition couldn’t run so well. Well done to them!

Attendance - Top 3!

This week’s attendance dropped slightly to 94% and it'd be great to see a positive increase next week.
We really value that our pupils and parents have a positive attitude towards school attendance — pupils
should be in school every day, ready to learn and to make the most of their school opportunities. We




encourage pupils to be resilient to ensure that they don’t miss out on great learning each day —
especially as we enter the colder months. Thank you for your support.

1%t form class — 98.5% 2" form class — 98% 3" form class — 97.5%

6-FHA 7-SGE 5-JNI

News from the HMS Library

Scholastic Book Fair 2026
Thank you to all pupils, parents, carers and staff who supported the Scholastic Book

Fair just before half-term. The Fair created a real buzz about reading with lots of

exciting new titles plus books from well-known authors on offer.

Huge thanks also to the wonderful Library Champions who helped to run the Fair and

the Library during some very busy lunchtimes.

Your fantastic support has helped to fund a wide range of new books for HMS Library:

please see some of them pictured on the library desk. Many of our keen sports
players will be delighted that we have also been able to refresh and add to our football selection ahead of the 2026 World
Cup!

HMS PTFA News

HMS PTFA SUMMER FAIR

Our HMS PTFA Summer Fair is now fast approaching, and you're all invited to join us on the
day. The PTFA are very busy planning a World Cup themed extravaganza for the whole family
to enjoy - please try to save the date and invite family and friends along too.

e Saturday 27th June 12-3pm
e Hexham Middle School
e Giant inflatable, raffle, tombola, themed games and stalls, BBQ, refreshments

How can you help?

e Books of raffle tickets are now being sent home with pupils — they may be in your
child’s bag. If you would like to buy tickets, please return the completed stubs and payment to the HMS Office. If
you don't want to buy tickets, please could you return the tickets. We have some fantastic prizes - a full list will
follow soon!

e If you could donate any raffle or tombola prizes, please send them into school or contact the PTFA.

e You may be able to bake cakes for us to sell on the day. If so, they can be brought to school on the Friday or
Saturday.



https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/05/07/hms-ptfa-summer-fair-save-the-date/

e If you're able to help plan the summer fair, the PTFA could really use your support! Lots of stalls need themes,
decorations, prizes and a bit of preparation support. All support is HUGELY appreciated - these events take a huge
amount of coordination so please consider supporting if you can.

e If you can volunteer on the day, please try to sign-up
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FAAAC28A6F85-64095724-summer#/

Thank you for your support - we hope to see you all on the day!

PSHE Updates

Year 5 PSHE - Summer Term

e Year 5 pupils will have a lesson on how puberty could impact them.
e There is also going to be a lesson on how drugs and alcohol can make people feel.

e We would like to give you advance notice of this so you may want to frame conversations or discussions with your
child.

Year 7 PSHE - Summer Term

e Year 7 pupils will have a focus on puberty and emotions, menstrual wellbeing and an introduction to
contraception.

e This will take place in PSHE lessons and comes from a staying safe and relationships perspective. Teachers will use
teaching resources by the PSHE Association.

e We would like to give you advance notice of this so you may want to frame conversations or discussions with your
child.

Year 8 PSHE - Summer Term

e Year 8 pupils will have a focus on consent and - more specifically - avoiding assumptions.
e They will also engage with learning about contraception.

e We would like to give you advance notice of this so you may want to frame conversations or discussions with your
child.

Community News

The Big Future national children and young people’s survey

The Children’s Commissioner is asking for all children and young people to complete the new survey,
The Big Future. The Commissioner wants to make sure that she hears from as many children and young
people as possible, aged 0-18, from all backgrounds, in all schools and colleges, and in every part of the
country. She is asking them about the changes they want to see in their communities, their biggest
concerns and their hopes for the future. More than anything, she wants to know what they think a good
childhood should look like today.



http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FAAAC28A6F85-64095724-summer#/

We will be promoting this in school but, if your child hasn’t yet submitted a response, please ask them to complete the survey
via this link: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. The findings will be published next year and they will

be used to advocate at the highest level for solutions that children want to see to the problems that they say are most
important to them.

Be You
Please find here the latest Be Brave newsletters for schools and for parents/carers. This
month’s focus is on being brave in everyday ways.

Online Safety

For Parents - A Practical Toolkit for Families
The Molly Rose Foundation has some wonderful resources for parents including guides and other resources. One of these

guides helps families understand who and what may be shaping a child's online world and how these influences can affect
mood, confidence and safety. To download this guide and check some of the other resources see the link below.

Link - Molly rose Foundation - A Practical Toolkit for Families (By Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Specialist)

Free School Meals

If you feel that your child may be eligible for free school meals, please read the criteria and make an application as soon as
you can. Find out more on the Northumberland County Council website. To apply, please complete this form via
Northumberland County Council.

School Calendar

Date Event Who
Monday 8 to Wednesday .
PSHE: Safety Works Visit Year 6
10 June

Wednesday 10 June Year 8 QEHS PE Transition Session Year 8

Thursday 11 June Newby Wiske Residential Parent/Carer Info Evening, 5pm Year 6
Thursday 11 June Tynedale Area Athletics Championships All year groups

Thursday 11 and Friday 12
| Year 3 Taster Days Year 3
une



http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/06/01/be-you-be-brave-newsletter/
https://us.list-manage.com/cozy3aro5uO?e=99ad3261b2&c2id=ef56846e2f3a4bf4032f9aba80dd5635
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS

Monday 15 June Science: Zoolab Evolution Workshops (kindly funded by our Year 6
PTFA)
Friday 19 June HPV vaccination catch up session Year 8
Saturday 27 June HMS PTFA SUMMER FAIR, 12-3pm All welcome!
Monday 29 June HMS Summer Concert, 7pm All welcome

Have a great weekend - thank you for your continued support.

Mr Watters

Pupil Support and Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Mrs Mackenzie
Deputy Safeguarding Leaders: Mr Scott, Mr Rutherford-Orrock, Miss Lamont and Miss Bell
Heads of Year: Miss Bell (Y5), Mr Scott (Y6 and Y7), Miss Lamont
(Y8)
SENDCo: Mr Morgan (Mr Walton from September 2026)
Academic Support Coordinator: Mrs Toor
Pupil Support Workers: Ms Thompson and Mrs Richards
Attendance Officer: Miss Parradine
Inclusion Administrator: Mrs Armstrong
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office
(phone) or by email (admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk).
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