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HMS PTFA Summer Fair

What a day we had on Saturday for this year’s HMS PTFA Summer Fair. The sun was
shining and all of the hard work and preparation came together for another hugely
successful fair. This year’s ‘World Cup’ theme was a great success. The Summer Fair is
always such a community event, and we are so grateful for the brilliant
support shown once again — both in the build-up and on the day. We are
delighted that so many of you came along and had a great time at HMS.
The fair was packed all day, and it was lovely to see so many pupils and
their families. We are very grateful to the HMS staff who supported the
fair this year — it is hugely appreciated. We were blown away by the very generous
support from local businesses, organisations and parents/carers who have been so kind
with their donations — it makes a huge difference, and it is greatly appreciated.

None of this would be possible without our phenomenal PTFA. They are a very small

team of dedicated volunteers who go above and beyond. HUGE thanks to everyone from
our PTFA who worked so hard to plan and run this year’s fair and to all of the volunteers on the day —
your generosity and support are recognised and appreciated by everyone at HMS. As | say, with such
a small team, the PTFA are always keen to meet new members and supporters. Events like this
wouldn’t happen without them! | am delighted to say that this year’s event raised a HUGE £4,193
which will support school life so much. See here for raffle winners

Broomley Grange

A group of Year 6 pupils had an action-packed day at Broomley
Grange yesterday. Each group had the chance to enjoy tree climbing
(great bravery and peer support on display), an assault course
(including the very popular water swing) and tunnels (with lots of
screaming due to big spiders!!). The instructors praised the group
for their positive approach, resilience and the way they supported
each other throughout the day. After lunch, we ended the day on
the slip and slide and it was huge smiles all round - what a way to end a great day! The
group were a joy to take away for the day - it was lovely to see everyone enjoying
themselves so much! Thank you very much to the staff at Broomley Grange - we can't wait
to visit again!


https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/06/29/ptfa-summer-fair-raffle-winners/
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HMS-3-week-cycle-menu-menu-to-match-QE-May-25.pdf

Year 6 SATS Update

The DfE has announced a delay to this year's KS2 SATS results which were due to be released

on Tuesday 7% July. Instead, the results will be available to schools on Thursday 16™ July.

Once available, we will share the results with parents/carers. This delay is disappointing as we'd like
to celebrate the success of our pupils in school and won't have much time to do this before the
summer holiday. As soon as we have information to share, we will update parents and pupils. Thank
you for your understanding.

Wonder Challenge

A group of year 8 pupils headed off to Newcastle College this week to show their
presentation of a sustainable school project. Throughout the spring and summer term,
they have been taking part in the Wonder Challenge, organised by Constructing
Excellence North East (CENE). It was brilliant to see them enjoying their journey into
Newcastle on the train and then representing the school so well, presenting to a panel
of judges from different roles in the construction sector. Special thanks must go to
MGM and Carney Consultancy for being work experience mentors through the
process, but a huge congratulations goes to the pupils for showing confidence,
resilience and independence.

Kielder Observatory Visit

As part of our involvement in the Stellar Futures project, funded by The Reece
Foundation, we had the opportunity to end this year's programme with a visit to
Kielder Observatory. This was a great way to inspire pupils further about the role of an
astronomer and the great work that takes place there.

We are so fortunate to live near the nationally recognised 'Dark Skies' designation and
have the opportunity to experience the awe and wonder of planet Earth and the
universe. For some pupils, this was their first time to visit the observatory. They got
to meet Adam and James in their workplace, learning more about the use of telescopes
to explore space as well as skill of taking images of the night sky. Pupils were impressed that they got
to stand on top of a rock sample from Mars. To top off the trip, pupils got the chance to have lunch
in front of the glorious Kielder landscape as well as visit the gift shop and buy a little souvenir (including
small fragments of common meteorite). The Stellar Futures programme will continue next year.



Sports News

Bouldering Success
This month, we had a couple of trips to Climb Newcastle’s annual schools’ bouldering competition *
representing QEHS and HMS. As you’ll be able to see all the girls did their school proud with some brilliant ik

scores and teamwork. There were children there from 18 different schools across the North East. i?
Individual results Team results
Category 2009/ 2010 Category 2009/2010
1st Beth N- QEHS 1st QEHS
Category 2011/2012 Category 2011/2012
1st Winnie L- QEHS 1st QEHS
2nd Phoebe B- HMS 3rd HMS
3rd Charlotte K- QEHS
6th Florence B- QEHS
Category 2013/ 2014 Category 2013/2014
2nd Hazel L— HMS 1st HMS
6th Isla Y — HMS
7th Kirstie A- HMS
8th Mollie C- HMS

It’s coming home...

Over 100 pupils enjoyed watching England’s nerve-wracking ‘Round of 32’ match in school on
Wednesday. It was a great atmosphere and lovely to see so many pupils enjoying the match
together. Thank you to the PTFA for allowing us to sell drinks and snacks on the night! The next
match is scheduled for the early hours of Monday morning. School is open as normal on Monday,
and we’d hope to see pupils in school (despite potentially feeling tired after the match). Hopefully
pupils will be celebrating a victory and full of energy for the day ahead. It’s our Transfer Morning
too so it’d be great to see pupils in school as normal.

News from D&T

Design and Technology Update

Our Year 7 students have been combining practical woodworking,

electronics and creative design skills to manufacture their own Steady

Hand Games. Students used a range of woodworking techniques to

accurately measure, cut and assemble the wooden box, before

soldering and testing the electronic circuit that powers the game. They

then designed and created their own themed backdrops to personalise

the final product. This project has given students the opportunity to

develop skills in designing, making and evaluating, while building confidence in the safe use of tools, equipment and workshop
processes.



https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/07/02/design-and-technology/
https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/07/02/design-and-technology/

Get Involved: Summer Reading Challenge

HMS has a strong tradition of taking part in the UK-wide Summer Reading Challenge each
year. The Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the summer holidays,
ensuring they are ready for a great start to the new term in the autumn. Children can sign
up at their local library or online, and it is free to take part. The launch this year is on
Saturday 4th July.

The programme is fun, flexible, designed for all levels of ability, and open to all children

aged 4-11. Children set a reading goal and collect rewards for reading anything they

enjoy. Libraries will be running a programme of free themed events and activities over

the summer. Children who complete the Challenge are presented with a certificate and

a medal! Sing from the rooftops! The theme for the Summer Reading Challenge 2026 will be music. The focus is on books
about musicians, characters discovering music, sound science, cultural traditions, rhythm, storytelling through sound,
breaking down barriers to music, creative expression and following your dreams. For more information, please see the
attached flyer or follow: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Clubs Update

Extra-curricular Clubs - final week of the summer term
As the academic year ends, there will be no after-school clubs during the last week of the summer term. We have had an

excellent year of engagement from pupils with our extra-curricular offer. The MCAS app should not be showing any after-
school sessions for the final week of this term. Some lunchtime clubs in the final week may also be cancelled due to the
different trips and events that are taking place. Our new clubs list will be shared in September!

Community News

Summer Holiday Activities
There’s lots going on in our community this summer, have a look at this overview on our website. There’s something for
everyone!

Attendance - Top 3!

This week’s attendance stayed steady at 94%. We really value that our pupils and parents have a
positive attitude towards school attendance — pupils should be in school every day, ready to learn and
to make the most of their school opportunities. We encourage pupils to be resilient to ensure that
they don’t miss out on great learning each day — especially as we enter the colder months. Thank you
for your support.



https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/index.php/2026/06/24/whats-on-this-summer/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

1° form class — 100% 2" form class — 99% 3" form class — 98%

5-YTA 5-ZSC 6-FHA

Online Safety Update

For Parents - Social Media Ban and Online Safety Measures

As we're all probably aware by now, the UK government announced a social media ban for under 16's, to come into force
from Spring 2027. Whilst many are applauding this, many more are not. Part of the problem is that there are very few hard
facts: what does this actually mean in practice, which platforms, what does it mean for families and much more.
Internet Matters have put a big article together exploring these questions and more which | think many parents will find
useful. Link: Social Media Ban and Online Safety Measures (By Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Specialist)

The Big Future: National Children and Young People’s Survey

The Children’s Commissioner is asking for all children and young people to complete the new
survey, The Big Future. The Commissioner wants to make sure that she hears from as many children
and young people as possible, aged 0-18, from all backgrounds, in all schools and colleges, and in
every part of the country. She is asking them about the changes they want to see in their communities,
their biggest concerns and their hopes for the future. More than anything, she wants to know what
they think a good childhood should look like today.

We will be promoting this in school but, if your child hasn’t yet submitted a response, please ask them
to complete the survey via this link: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. The
findings will be published next year and they will be used to advocate at the highest level for solutions
that children want to see to the problems that they say are most important to them.

Free School Meals

Free School Meals

From September 2026, the Government is making changes to the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals. Notably, it is
expanding eligibility to all children from households in receipt of Universal Credit. For further information on the changes,
how to check eligibility and to apply for Free School Meals go to: https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/education-

skills/schools/school-meals. If you feel that your child may be eligible for free school meals, please read the criteria and make

an application as soon as you can. To apply, please_complete this form via Northumberland County Council.



http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
https://us.list-manage.com/SwXKB3M2YdO?e=99ad3261b2&c2id=ef56846e2f3a4bf4032f9aba80dd5635
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/education-skills/schools/school-meals
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/education-skills/schools/school-meals
https://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS

School Calendar - see the calendar for the final week of term below!

Date

Event

Who

Monday 6 July

Transfer Morning

Years 5,6 and 7

Tuesday 7 July

Transfer Day

Years 4 and 8

Tuesday 7 July

Transfer Evening for Year 4, 6.00pm

Year 4

Wednesday 8 July

Sports Day

Year 5 and Year 6

Wednesday 8 July

Skills Builder Day

Years 7 and 8

Thursday 9 July

Sports Day

Year 7 and Year 8

Thursday 9 July Skills Builder Day Years 5and 6
Thursday 9 July End of Year Reports sent home All year groups
Friday 10 July House Prize — non-uniform day — winning house announced on

Wednesday 8™ July

Winning House

Thursday 16 July

SATS results day

Year 6

Friday 17t July

School closes at 1.30pm for summer holidays!

All year groups

The Final Week of Term

Monday 13 July

Year 7 End of Year Trip — Newburn

Year 7

Monday 13 July

Year 5 End of Year Trip — Beamish

Year 5

Tuesday 14 July Vincent Van Gogh Immersive Experience Years 5 and 6 group
Tuesday 14 July Year 8 End of Year Trip - Tynemouth Beach Year 8
Tuesday 14 July Bastille Day Themed Lunch All years
Wednesday 15 July Vincent Van Gogh Immersive Experience Years 7 and 8 group
Wednesday 15 July Year 6 End of Year Trip — Haltwhistle Pool Year 6
Thursday 16 July Summer Celebration Assemblies Year 5,6 and 7
Thursday 16 July Year 8 Leavers’ Party, 6pm-8pm Year 8
Friday 17 July Year 8 Leavers’ Assembly Year 8
Friday 17 July Year 8 Leavers’ Breakfast —9am — dining hall Year 8
Friday 17 July Non-Uniform Day All years




Please try to send in donations for our used uniform
service!

Friday 17 July School closes at 1.30pm for all pupils All years

Have a great weekend - thank you for your continued support.

Mr Watters

Pupil Support and Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Mrs Mackenzie
Deputy Safeguarding Leaders: Mr Scott, Mr Rutherford-Orrock, Miss Lamont and Miss Bell
Heads of Year: Miss Bell (Y5), Mr Scott (Y6 and Y7), Miss Lamont
(Y8)
SENDCo: Mr Morgan (Mr Walton from September 2026)
Academic Support Coordinator: Mrs Toor
Pupil Support Workers: Ms Thompson and Mrs Richards
Attendance Officer: Miss Parradine
Inclusion Administrator: Mrs Armstrong
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office
(phone) or by email (admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk).



mailto:admin@hexhammiddle.org.uk

